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BUSHFIRE ACTION WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.06 am]: I take this opportunity to 
inform the house of the upcoming bushfire season and to update members about the state’s preparations, 
especially in light of the weekend’s events. On Sunday, while many people were enjoying the first signs of 
summer, firefighters were busy battling a number of fires around the outer metropolitan area, including a major 
fire that threatened homes in Red Gully. More than 80 career and volunteer firefighters worked tirelessly 
throughout the day and overnight to contain a fire that burnt out more than 1 000 hectares of land. Through their 
efforts and commitment, eight homes and 10 sheds were saved. This fire is a stark reminder of what is predicted 
for this bushfire season and occurred the day after I launched FESA’s Bushfire Action Week with the support of 
the Minister for Environment.  

Bushfire Action Week is the time for people who live near bushland to start their preparations. The fire over the 
weekend highlights that there is no time to waste. Homes should be cleared of any surrounding dry material and 
overhanging branches, families should work together to develop bushfire survival plans, and everyone should 
take the time to understand all about fire danger ratings and total fire bans. With 80 per cent of the state at an 
increased risk of bushfire, I urge homeowners who live near bushland to prepare for another tough and 
challenging season. Recent rainfalls have generated abundant grassland fuels in many areas of the state. The 
Kimberley is already experiencing some of the worst conditions and highest fuel loads on record, and the south 
of the state is likely to follow suit, particularly in the Mid West and Goldfields. Now is not the time for 
complacency but, rather, is an opportunity for action.  

Roleystone resident Christine Cairns is a good example of what people should be doing. A Roleystone resident 
for more than 30 years, Christine, who is also part of the local Bushfire Ready group, believes the key to 
surviving a bushfire is being prepared. At the launch of Bushfire Action Week she took me on a tour of her 
property, demonstrating all the steps she had taken to protect her property. Christine is a wonderful example of a 
resident who cares enough about her home and her neighbours to take the time to prepare for the bushfire season.  

The state government is working in partnership with FESA, the Department of Environment and Conservation, 
local government and stakeholders to implement recommendations and key findings from recent bushfire 
reviews in readiness for the bushfire season. Every step that can be taken to improve and enhance the state’s 
readiness is being taken, but local residents also have a key role to play. I encourage everyone to come together 
as a community, prepare their homes, join local Bushfire Ready groups and seek more information from the 
FESA website if required. Community safety is everyone’s business—together we can all reduce the risk of 
bushfire this season. 
 


